204           LIFE OF LORD OXFORD AND ASQUITH
190& Opposition leaders, some of whom, and especially Balfour, had bee&
Age 66 close and life-long fidends. Campbell-Bannerman looked askance
at these friendships, and thought they should be confined to the
ordinary courtesies of occasional intercourse. This was never
Asquith's view. He liked clever people of all the political camps,
and thought free intercourse between them likely to correct the
more dangerous misunderstandings of opposing points of view which
threaten not only party but national interests. Friendships of this
kind were to be severely tested in the coming years, but Asqnith
always thought it a misfortune when they were broken.